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Hoax Alert

Fact Check: U.S. Survival Rate From COVID-19 Is NOT 99.983
Percent

Lead Stories is a fact checking website
that is always looking for the latest false,
deceptive or inaccurate stories (or
media) making the rounds on the
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Spotted something? Let us know!.
STORY UPDATED: check for updates below.
Lead Stories is a:

Is the U.S. survival rate for COVID-19 cases 99.983 percent? No, that's « Verified signatory_of the IFCN Code of Principles
not true. The math does not add up. There are at least 95,000 confirmed « Facebook Third-Party Fact-Checking Partner
deaths from COVID-19 and 1,610,000 confirmed cases in the United « Member of the #CoronavirusFacts Alliance
States as of May 21, 2020. If only .017 percent of those diagnosed cases

died, the death toll would be about 27,370. A scientific estimate by Follow us on social media

University of Washington researchers puts the percentage at 1.3 percent, ( I:i ) , .6 :I: )

for a survival rate of about 98.7 percent.

The claim of the higher survival rate appeared in a meme (archived here)
where it was published on Facebook in May 2020. The meme lists MOSt Rea[l
purported "survival rates" for seven countries, all wrong, and concludes:
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Maybe if we looked at it this way, we'd realize the panic is out of control.

Friedman

This is what the post looked like on Facebook at the time of writing:

Fact Check: U.S. Survival Rate From
COVID-19 Is NOT 99.983 Percent

chael Reeves May 21, 2020 by: Gita Smith

oR Wednesday

Fact Check: CNN Did NOT Put A Black
Guy's Head On A Lily White Dude

D May 21, 2020 by: Sarah Thompson

Fact Check: Photo Of "Sleeping Lady”

W Mt. Susitna Was NOT Taken From A

Drone
Apr6, 2020 by: Ryan Cooper

Here is a screenshot, in case the online version is deleted:
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COVID-19:
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Maybe if we looked at it this way, we'd
realize the panic is out of control.

Using flags, but not names to identify countries, the post - without citing any source for any of its numbers -- claimed survival rates for
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every country listed including hard-hit Italy, Spain and Great Britain were greater than 99.9 percent.

The meme refers to a survival rate, which is conventionally considered the percentage of cases of an iliness in which the patient does Hom Alert Fact Check: Trump Did NOT Win $500
| = Million Libel Lawsuit Against CNN
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not die. A survival rate of 99.983 percent would mean that just .017 percent have died. In the United States where more than 95,000 are



dead, there would have to have been 560 million COVID-19 cases. There are only about 330-million Americans overall and only 1.6
million cases

The assumption that Americans are irrationally panicking has no basis, given such reports as one by the University of Washington, one
of the most respected entities following the pandemic. It published a study on May 7 comparing the mortality rate of COVID-19 cases
with seasonal flu. The study estimated the U.S. mortality rate at 1.3% for the novel coronavirus, with the mortality rate for seasonal flu
at 0.1 percent.

Figures from other medical sources are much worse, varying up fo 5 percentage points worse. For example, Johns Hopkins University's
world map lists the U.S. mortality rate through May 20, 2020, as 6 percent based on current reports of 1,562,714 cases and 93,863
deaths.

Is there cause for observing a lockdown with stay-at-home rules, or is it "panic ... out of control," as the meme suggests? A Columbia
University study says that if Americans had locked down one week earlier, 36,000 lives could have been saved. And if the country had
begun locking down cities and limiting social contact on March 1, two weeks earlier than when most people started staying home, a
vast majority of the nation's deaths -- about 83 percent - would have been avoided, the researchers estimated.

Survival rates also depend on the age of the population, and there is no one-size-fits-all magic number.

"You really need to look at this by age, because there is an enormous age gradient for risk of death per infected case," said Dr. Theo
Vos in an interview with USA TODAY. Vos, a professor of health metrics sciences at the University of Washington, is one of the
developers of a highly regarded model for mortality and survival rates.

There is a real need for concern, says Brian P. Monahan, physician to Congress and the U.S. Supreme Court.

A 99% survival rate might sound promising. But when it's scaled out to the rest of the country - all 329 million residents - a 1% death
rate takes on a different meaning, he told USA Today. He predicted early in the pandemic that a 1% mortality rate at that scale of
infection would be between 700,000 and 1.5 million dead. He told CNBC TV on March 11, 2020, that death toll would roughly equal the
population of Washington, D.C., on the low end, or the entire population of Hawaii on the high end.

The survival rate of a country can't accurately be calculated by subtracting the number of deaths from the number believed to have
caught the virus. No country knows the total number of people infected with COVID-19 unless everyone has been tested. Without
adequate testing, numbers are just estimates.

And although the meme ranks the United States as the having the best survival rate, the USA, Spain and the United Kingdom are the
three hardest-hit countries, according to statista.com.

For the full story, compare this graph of deaths, by country, with this graph of total cases, by country.

Those who argue that the "panic” is unnecessary since the flu is as deadly as COVID-19 and the U.S. economy was not shut down for
that, we offer this paragraph from the University of Washington study:

The COVID-19 death rate, the study adds, means that if the same number of people in the U.S. are infected by the end of
the year as were infected with the influenza virus - roughly 35.5 million in 2018-2019 -- then nearly 500,000 people will die
of COVID-19.

Updates:

3 days Update 7aPT May 22, 2020: adding quote from Univ. Of Washington study showing how COVID-19 is
ago much deadlier than the flu; fixing match in lead to 27,370 dead
10:55

Lead Stories is working with the CoronaVirusFacts/DatosCoronaVirus Alliance, a coalition of more than 100 fact-checkers who are fighting

misinformation related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Learmn more about the alliance here.

, , Gita Smith covered news for The Atlanta Journal-Constitution and the Montgomery Advertiser, and she
wrote/edited medical newsletters for American Health Consultants at the dawn of the AIDS epidemic
¥ when clear, factual information was as needed.

For a time, she taught in Auburn University's journalism department and ran the History-Geography lab
at Alabama State University, where she taught students to write research papers . She believes the
following to be true: The power of the free press may appear to be a weak reed to lean on, but it
separates democracies from juntas.

Read more about or contact Gita Smith
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